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m. Eliſon, Eſq; Mayor, 


The Recorder, Aldermen, and Sheriff 
o F bs 
Nervcaſtle upon Tyne; 


And to the TRUSTEES of the | 


* Charity-S CHOO L, 


| Belonging to the PARISH of 


All⸗ Saints, , 


T bs SF R MON „ 
before them, and now made 
Publick at their defire : Is 
| Dedicated by their 


Humble nat 5 


Tho. Sharp. 
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of our Lord us, how. 55 


ſaid, It is more | Dieſel to. 
ive than to receive. . e 


T. Paul in as” . "tai 

been exhortin the Elders of 

the Church o * Epheſus, in a 

z8 moſt elegant and paſſionate O- 

ration, to perſevere in the La- 

A bours of their Miniſtry, as they 

could witneſs he had done, du- - 

ring ad Time of his Reſidence among them. | 
now at parting, b fn ng he ſhould never 

ſee them more, * endeavours to leave a ſtrong 

Impreſſion upon, their Minds of that Duty, 

which is © zhe greateſt of all, and d the Sum of 

al, CHARkiTY. He calls them to record 

that he himſelf had not been wanting 1n any 

Ads of Kindneſs : © EE have ſhewed d you all 11 Things, 


alc. 


* II [Sn "OY P 4 


Ver. 17. b Ver, 25. © 1 Cor, xiii, 4 Ropy xiii, 8, 9s 4 
Ver. 35 | 


- by 


* ö , p_—; 


e oug bt to 


. © Coul de affect {jon th more, 

n this K ft to his own Example? Yes, 
there was a SIT of Gur Bleſſed Saviotr's, - 
which, conſidered Waste his divine Life and 


Converſation, was mere pertualive and con- 
vincing than hy Thing, * »zeer Man could 


Reco | los the Apoſtle.quotes, and with this 


oncludes his Exhortation, That they woutd 
ye the Words e Feſut, how he 
N. more bleſſe ive ban o receive. 
o be the Author 6. is er's Good, than be 
the Subject of another's Kindytſi.) Wards ne- 
ver to be forgotten, becauſe they proceeded 
from His Mouth, who was the greateſt Bene: 
fitfor to Mankind that of 85 : 7 8 che 
World, and yet the 1 re 

appeared TH 4 too. 577 eſs 
Wl ing he might ſpeak of kein iving crys 5 
| | but not from human Experience —.— 5 
. of all Men had the leaſt Share of the gobd 
Things of this Life: Let, ſurely if there be a 

af WES ge in giving, we muſt allow Him, e- 
10 ven as Man above all others, to have bn 
þ 0" experimentally, WhO was: the Mirrour of 
{ boundleſs Charity ; ®-who gave even himſelf for 
| bers and in Himſelf gaye all that could make 
en happy. And He it. was, my Brethren, 
that ulel to By, It Fs more * to give than 


| to receive. : 
If john vit. 48. 8 Mar Vill. 20. h Gal. i. "i Eph. v. 
25. 
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Bleſſed Lord, [ i chr hajt 7 k Wok of here 
Heer ond ath, taught us, that "ee 

1 Seying, he fall iue. Im print th eſe 405 
Words upon our Mia * ge pl ein 
Remembrance of this 57 4 and { end 93 
Grace upon me, and all here preſent, whilſt 
endeavour to ſhew them, by Th by Authority, 
the Way to draw. dawn. Fa, Bleſſings. t 
themſelves. 1 15 | 

The particular eg m 7 Brethren, upon 
which we are now met together, will 1 hope, 
excl 16 your Attention to a Diſcourſe upan. t] 0 
Subject of Charity: And if it can be ſnewn to 
you, that a more * ordinary Bleſſedneſi at- 
8 vou in the Performance of this great 

9 General; it will neither be difficuſt 
| 10 unſeaſonable afterwards, to ſhew you what 
Reaſon you will have to expect a; peculiar Share 
of this ede r, from that Exerciſe of your 
Bounty, to w nich the preſent Opportunity 
invites you. 

I ſhall begin then 3 ſhewin you the Mea- 
ning and Import of Giving and ag. you the in the 
Text, and upon what Account it is faid, that 
| ths, One is more bleſſed than the Other. 

By Giuing, to take it in the largeſt religious 
Senſe, (for in no other Senſe, but a religious 
One, can we take it, with a Bleſſedgeſs annexed 
to it by our Saviour) we may underſtand the 
beſtowing upon Others, according to the Abili- 
ty we have from God, whatever tends to their 
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Benefit and Comfort, either in Soul or Body, 
And this not upon any Worldly Views or Mo- 
tives, but ſuch only as we are directed in the Goſ- 
pel to act upon in communicating to Others, vis. 
Love to our Neighbour, and Regard to Chriſt's 
Commands. Whatſoever is thut given is true 
Charity; and whatſoever is ant thus given, how- 
ever commendable it may appear in the Eye of 
the World,or bear the ſplendid Name of Muni- 
Ficence or Liberality, yet it comes not under the 
Goſpel-Notion of Beneficence and Brotherly 
love; nor doth it intitle to the Goſpel-Reward, 
orthat Bleſſedneſs with which Chriſtian-Charity 
is crowned, St. Paul tells us, that! though a Man 
give all his Subſtance to the Poor; nay, and give 
his own Body jo be burned, and have not Charity, 
ſow Nothing, The Gift in this Cafe, 
how extraordinary ſoever it be, hath no Blef- 
ſing entailed upon it, becauſe it proceedeth not 


from thoſe Motives,and upon thoſe Aims, which 


God 5 5 we ſhquld be governed by, in all 
Diſtributions, to make them acceptable in 
his Siglit: But he who makes it his Endeavour 
to do real Service to his Neighbour, either b 
giving him good Advice and Inſtruction, or by 
giving him Comfort in his Sorrow, or by giving 
him Aſſiſtance in his Sickneſs and Dangers, or 
by giving him Food and Raiment in his Hunger 
and Nakedneſs, or by any other Method of ad- 
miniſtring to his Wants Spiritual or Temporal, 
according as God hath enabled him; and like- 
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wiſe doth all this not out of vain Glory a ih be 


| ſeen of Men : not with any Regard to the Inte: 
nce ſhould be 


reſts of this World, n zhat 4 Recompe 
made him by the Perſon he obliges ; but all for 


Chriſt's Sake, and his Neighbour's Sake, 5 % 
Man ſhall be bleſſed in his Deed. And a little thus 


given, whether it be by Way of Council, or 
Conſolation, or Cloaths, or Meat, or Money, 
will bring a Man more Peace at the laſt; nay, and 


at preſent too, ? thaw the great Riches of the Un- 


merciful. FISHY Is 
Receiving likewiſe, is a Word of very exten · 
ſive Signification, and has Relation to all the Ad- 
vantages of Mind, Body, or Eſtate, that God 


hath been pleaſed to give us, either in a Natural 
or a Providential Way. 1 For what haſt thou that 


thou Saf not receive? All we have, or are, is 
the Gift of God, from whom we have all recei- 
ved our Beings, with their reſpective Circum- 


ſtances, as natural Endowments, ſpiritual 


Graces, and outward worldly Bleſſin 
And now, if the Words be interpreted in this 
Latitude, (which is the utmoſt they can with 
any Propriety be extended to) it will be hard to 
make any other Diſtinction between zhe Bleſſed- 
neſa of Giving, and that of Receiving, than that 


the One, conſiſts chiefly in ſuch Satisfactions of 


the Mind as ſpring from the Conſcience of Well- 
doing; whereas the Other, is no more than the 


Satisfaction of the Mind, acquieſcing in the 


* 


xxxvü. 10. 4 I Cor. iv. 7. 


m Mat. vi. 1. n Luke xiv, 12. o James i. 25. v Pfal. 
Poſſeſ· 


Poſſeſſion of ſome deſirable Good. In reteiving 
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we are-wholly paſſive; it is no Act of Goodneſs 
in us, but only an Effect of Gods Goodnefs to us, 


to whom the Praiſe and Thanks return: But Gi- 


wing is a Virtue in our ſelves, and there is 3 
Merit and a Praiſe to be aſcribed (under God) 
to the voluntary Diſpenſers of his Benefits to 
Others. Receiving is a Token of Defect and In- 
ability; it proves us to he dependant Creatures, 
need ing thoſe Aſſiſtances and Succours, which 
afforded, yield us Satisfadtion; But Giving is a 
Mark of Sufficiency and Power; in Giving we 


reſſemble the Fountain of all Goodneſs, and en- 


rich our human Nature with ſome Senſations of 
the Happineſs of the Deity. Tis in theſe Sen- 
ſes it may be ſaid in general to be more bleſſed to 
give than to receive. IE TY 
But if we reſtrain the Senſe of Giving (as ma- 
ny think it ſhould be reſtrained in this Place, 
and as the foregoing Words ſeem to require) to 
the Charity of Alus only; that is, to the Diſtri- 
hution of ſome Fart of our Worldly Goods towards 
#he Maintenance and Support of our poor Brethren, 
(which, to be ſure, our Saviour principall 
meant, when he uſed to ſpeak of the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Gromg,) then we muſt underſtand Re- 
celving likewiſe as having Relation only to 
the outward good Things of this Life: And 
ſo the Meaning of our Lord's Aſſertion will 
de as follows: That we are more bleſſed, or 
more truly happy, in what we give away in Als, 
than in what we apply to. our ſelves, and 10 our 
| | 0 


* 
( 7 
| 
. 


own Uſes. For a8 ts 3 put in 
Oppoſition to Giving, it can onfy be ſpoken 
conſiſtently; of that Share of our Worldly 

good Things, the Enjoyment whereof we take 


26 our ſelves, excluſſde of that other Share 


which we communicate; and beſtow upon our 
Neighbours. What we freely part with "to 
promote Works of Piety and Charity, or dif- 
enſe among our poor Brechten for their Re- 
lief and Comfort, bat we give. © But what we 
lay out upon our ſelves, either in the Co- 
forts and Conveniencies of Life; er in 
iy Pleaſures and Satisfactions; or diſpoſe 5 
with a View to our World! iutelelt « or Ho- 
nour; or lay up by us fot our future Subũ⸗ 
ſtance, all that We receive. 21 2 
ehend now the Terms of che Tex 2 
3 lo clear and plain, and interpreted 
eably to what may be preſumed to be — 
Forde Intention in them, as far as can be col- 
lecded from * other Sayings of His upon theſe Prints 
in the Goſpels, that we may fairly enter upon 
tlie Compariſon, which is moſt bleſſed thus to 
give, or thus to receive. 7 h 7 09179 
It is true, God has not Fornilhed all = 
with Means of practiſing this delightful Duty 
of Alms giving : Yet there are none, but who 
may have the ol to perform it, though they 


want the Power; and fo may partake at lea 


of that Happinefs of charitable len, which is 


2 9 — — 


0 Compare Luke xüi. 13. 14. "and C Che 1 xvi, E 250 C5. 


. 


An- 


SF — 


Antecedent to their Alms, vis. The Sweetneſs 
of Benevolent and tender Diſpoſitions, which 
incline them to Acts of Mercy and Kindneſs, 
Nevertheleſs, the Generality of Mankind; that 
Js, all who are exempted from the Neceſſity 
of Receiving Alms themſelves, are in a Capaci- 
ty of experiencing, more or leſs, the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Giving.) And it is to ſuch that I now 
.addreſs my ſelf, deſiring them to conſider with 
me the two following Heads of Diſcourſe ; 
which, I ſuppoſe, will fully make out the 


=o 


Truth of our Saviour's Maxim. 


„I. That, pen the Compariſon it would 
be more bleſſed to give all, than to receive all; 

that is, to beſtow all we have upon the 
Poor, than to ſpend all upon our ſelyes. 
r 1 1 f 


al 5 II. That, in Fag, We are more bleſſed in 
what we do give, than in what we do receive; 
that is, our Alms tend rnore to our Inte- 
2: eſt; more to our Credit; more to our Sa- 
tisfaction; every Way more to our Happi- 
neſs, than what we poſſeſs and enjoy our 
— | 5 


If. It would be more bleſfed to beſtow all 

we have upon the Poor, than to ſpend all up- 

on- our. ſelves. 5 we 

You need not be apprehenſive that I am 

a going about, to perſwade you to give my 
a 


s 
n 
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2 V 


Too wo 
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all your Subſtance in charitable Uſes: Suck 
an Attempt would ſeem very abſurd in this 
Age, when for ought I know, it may be thought 
abſurd enough, even to form a Compariſon 
upon ſuch a Suppoſition. But, whatever the 
Men of this World may think, giving all in 
Alms was not ſo ſtrange a Thing in out Sa- 
viour's Days, and for ſome Time after him: 
He himſelf took Notice (and he mentions it 
to her Honour) of a poor Widow that f caſt 
all ſhe had into the Treaſary, even all ber livings 
And many of the firſt Chriſtians, we are 
told, * as many as were poſſeſſors of Lands or 
Houſes, ſold them, and laid the Price of thene 
at the Apoſiles Feet. But now adays, if we 


can obtain ſo much by our Arguments for 


Charity, as to prevent Men from receiving all 
themſelves, we may judge our ſelves ſucceſs- 
ful. Fake this Argument then, for the pre- 
fent, only as a Caution againſt your Laying 
out all you have upon your ſelves, or t 
ſerve your private and worldly Ends; an 
it ſhall have tts Uſe in this Place, to prove 
to you the Obligations of Intereſt you are 
under to beftow ſome Part, at leaſt, of your 
Goods upon the Poor. 1 5 
Obfetve the Propoſition, It is ore bleſſed, 
upon Compariſort, to give all, than to receive 
all; or, which comes to the fame Thing, tis 
more happy to have Nothing, than to have 
and give Nothing. 


PP 9 


Murk xi. 44 
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CY 
I imagine it was our bleſſed Saviour's chief 
Deſign in the u Parable of the rich Man and 
Lazarus, to inſtruct us in this Truth, and to 
teach us how much we are miſtaken, when 
we fancy ourſelves bleſſed in our Abundance 
of worldly good Things, without putting 
them to their true and proper Uſes. Recol- 


Ie, I pray you, what was the Crime laid 


by Abraham to the Charge of Dives, when 
he was in Torments ; it was none other, 
than the En rolung wholly to himſelf the 
Enjoyment i; that Plenty that God had given 
him; and refuſing to let Others ſhare with 
him in it. It was for placing his Happineſs, 
and accounting his Portion in the temporal 
Gifts of Providence ; for ſtudying only how 
to make himſelf eaſy with his Wealth in 
this World, and not minding to diſpoſe of 
any Part of it, with a Regard to the Inter- 
eſts of the next. Son, lays Abraham, re- 
member, that thou in thy Life-Time receivedſt 
thy good Things, Good Things they were 
which God had given him, and he might 
have made them all Bleſſings to himſelf; but 
he received them all; be gave Nothing. Poor 
Lazarus had no Share; Lazarus languiſhed at 
his Gate, while he was feaſting. Son, re- 
member, that thou in thy Life-Time receivedſt 


' thy good Things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil. 


hingt; but nom he is comforted, and thou art 
tormented, Oh ! had the rich Man remem- 


— 
1 


u Luke xvi. w Ver. 25. 


ber'd 


ber'd in his Life-Time, what you are cauti- 
oned in my Text to remember, that 1% it 
more bleſſed to give than 10 receive, he had not 
come into that Place of Torment. He would 
rather have given all, and put himſelf into 
the Condition of the deſpiſed Beggar at His 
Doors, 10 have enter d halt and maimed into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, than by receiving all, 
to be caſt into Fire unquenchable. And ſo, I 
am perſwaded, would any one that duly con- 
wy rand.” HTS OT 
But indeed we need not go to the Gone 
to learn our Obligations to relieve, the Help- 
leſs and Miſerable; or to fetch from thence 
Rebukes for ſuch {ſelfiſh Sinners, as look no 
further than themſelves, and their own pre- 
ſent Eaſe: for common Reaſon, will both 
teach us our Duty, and reproach us for our 
Neglects in this Point. Can any Man that 
barely confiders the unequal, ſtrangely une 
= Diftribution of good 2 in this 
Life, imagine that it was God's eſign that 
ſome Men ſhould poſſeſs at Liberty, and ſpend 
at Pleaſure, abundantly more than they have 
real Occaſion for, whilſt others remain deſti- 
tute of many Things which they have real 
need of? Can any Man that reflects on this 
forbear believing, can he make a Doubt, but 
that God deſigned hereby to make the Rich 
the Stewards and Overſeers of the Poor; that 
by ſuch a Diſpenſation of Providence he 
hath, as it were, depoſited the Proviſions of 
B 2 | the 
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the Indigent in the Hands of the Wealthy, 
thereby en the Charge and Care of 
thoſe who have Nothing in their own Poſ- 
ſeſſion, to thoſe who have extraordinary and 
fupernumerary. Talents allotted for that Pur- 
poſe ? I may ſay it is impoſſible, to give an 
Account, why a wiſe and good Creator, who 

* has wade all Men of one Blood, equal in 
their Nature and Origine, and Y with whome 

3s no Reſped of Perſons, ſhould have left ſe- 
veral of them deſtitute of all viſible Means 
of ſupporting the Life he gave them; un- 
Jeſs this be admitted, that he hath ordained 
the Abundance of ſome, for a Supplement to 
he Wants of Others; that by multiplying 
his Bleſſings on the Rich, he hath. thereby 
deyalved npon. them the Province of Main- 

i | taining ſuch others, as have not wherewith- 

2M al to maintain and ſupport themſelves. - 


But, you will ſay, this Scheme of Provi- 

10 fence is not duly executed: No, nor are ma- 
1 ny of God's moſt expreſs Commands obeyed 

i i by us. But, I fay, the worſe for them who 

5 j 1 are the Occaſions of the Poors not receiving 
N 140 their Due, Woe to the Rich that communi- 


þ | gate not! They will bear the Burden in the 

A. 1 85 God khows how to make all up to 

the poor Sufferers in this Life, who ſhall 

| pot finally be the worſe for other Mens Neg- 

b | lects. And this is what our. bleſſed Sayiour 

| EE has ſufficiently ſignified in the formentioned 
| 
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Parable; viz. That ſome People are more bleſ- 
ſed in a State of great Want and Poverty, 
than Others in the greateſt Plenty. Lazarus 
is repreſented as effecting by his Modeſty and 
Patience, what the rich Man did not bring 
about with all his Power and Wealth, I mean, 
the Salvation of his Soul, There are great 
Charms in the Silence and Contentedneſs of 

oor Men; in their waiting patiently for the 
Succours and Regards of Providence, without 
repining or envying their proud Neighbours 
in their undeſerved Proſperity. When Others 


forget and * forſake them, the Lord taketh then 


ub, as he did Lazarus; and renders them more 
bleſſed in receiving Nothing, than others can 
make themſelves by receiving all. 115 

The Truth is, my Brethren, that as God 
in all his Dealings with us, hath the chief 
Regard to the great Intereſts of our Souls; 
ſo hath he particularly in his Allotments of 
Riches and Poverty; by which he takes two 
different Ways of exerciſing Mens Vertues, 
and bringing them to Happineſs. | And not 
to mention now any worldly or political Con- 
veniencies that ariſe from the diſproportion- 
ate Allotments of the good Things of this 
Life, the religious Interpretation of ſuch Diſ- 
PROT is, That God deſigns Poverty to 

the Means of Salvation to ſome Men, and 
Riches Means of Salvation to others. Means 
of Salvation to the Rich, amongſt other 
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Things, is their Abundance; which is the Try- 


al of their Moderation and Humility, and, 


above all, be Matter of their Charity, Means 
of Salvation to the Poor is their Wane; the 
Tryal of their Induſtry, and Subject of their 
Patience. * The Rich and Poor meet together, 
4 Solomon, the Lord is the Maker, of them all. 

herever he: exalts a Dzves, he ſends a La- 
varus to his Gate. He brings them together; 
and ſets them in View of each other, for the 
Exerciſe of their ſeveral: Vertues, and that 
they may not want Occaſions of ſucceſsful- 
ly 3 their reſpective Means of Sal- 
vation. The glittering Pomp and Greatneſs, 
and fancied Happineſs of the rich Man, is 
the Tryal of the poor Man's Contentedneſs, 


and Submiſſion to God's Will, which are the 


principal Vertues in his State of Life. On 
the other Hand, the poor Man's Approach in 
Penury and Ra 8, is the Tryal of the rich 
Man's Compaſſion and Charity, which is a 
neceſſary Duty in his Condition of Life. 
Thus God - furniſhes them both, not only 
With the Means, but with the Occaſions too, 
of making themſelves bleſſed for ever; in 
which he is kind and gracious to them both; 


nor is there any Unhappineſs in either of their 


Allotments, but what is of their own ma- 
king, by not anſwering the Deſigns of Pro- 
vidence in this wiſe Diſpoſal and Ordering of 
their Circumſtances. But yet, perhaps, the 
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ſafer Diſpenſation of the two, for the Soul, 


I mean, is that of Poverty, as appears not 
only in a Figure from the Fate of the rich 
Man in the Parable, but more expreſly from 
the b Woes pronounced againſt rich Men in 
the Scriptures, and the Declarations which 
our Saviour made of the Difficulty ſuch 
meet with © i entering into the Kingdam of 


Heaven. Which ſhould make thoſe, upon 


whom God has poured down many good 
Things, very carefully to remember the Ne- 
ceſſity, as well as Bleſſedneſs of Giving; know- 
ing that it is better to have Nothing, than to 
enjoy all, which was the firſt Point I under- 


took to ſhew you. 
And now, wy Brethren, having laid be- 
8 


fore you the Obligation to Aluſgiving, I pro- 
ceed in the ſecond Place (in as ſhort a Way 
asI can) to ſhew you the experimental Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of it; that, let us give in what Pro- 
portions we will, our Gifts prove a greater 
Bleſſing to us than our Receipts : That our 


Alms tend more to our Intereſt, more to our 


Security, more to our Credit, more to our 
Satisfaction; that is, every Way more to our 
true Happineſs, than the worldly Goods which 
we poſſeſs and enjoy our ſelves. ; 


iſt. Giving is the moſt for our Interefl. 
Giving makes us Richer, I verily believe, 


ds. 


b Luke VL 245 25. Amos di 1. James v. I, o Mark 
X. 23. 5 N 3 
that 


that generally ſpeaking, this is true, even 
with Reſpect to ſecular Gain; and that the 
«charitable Man thrives moſt by God's Bleſ- 
ing in his worldly Affairs. But tis in an- 
other Senſe, I mean, that it makes us rich; 
Rich in good Works, as St. Paul expreſſes it: 
e Rich towards God, as our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſays. By * Giving, we lay up for our ſelves 
[Treaſures in Heaven which ſhall never fail us. 
Giving is a Part of that s profitable Godlineſs, 
which hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, 
.as well as of that which is to come; à Patt of 
that profitable Godlineſs, which is ſaid, h to 

be great Riches, Whereas how different 1s the 
Caſe, with Reſpect to the Things we receive. 
What we ſpend is, as it were loſt, that is, there 
is an End of it; it cannot be ſpent twice: 
And what we lay up by us, is, as it were 
loſt too, that is, we have no Uſe of it. But 
what we give, we lay in Store for our Hap- 
pineſs and Comfort for ever; we recommend 
our ſelves by it, to God's Favour and Bene- 
dition, which are more worth our attaining, 
than all the World befides ; and without 
which, all the World, if we could gain it; 
would profit us very little. 


2d. Giving tends more to our Security than 
Receiving, This would bear likewiſe to be 
urged a little with Reſpect to worldly Safe- 


—— AY 


d x Tim. vi. 18, e Luke xii. 21. f Mat. vi. 20. 
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tys is. That of our Perſons and: Aﬀaity, # 
8 bly to that Text in Eccli * Shut wp Al 
» thy Storchonſes, and. it ſhall \Heliver thee from 
ell Affti@ions + It ail fight for thee againſt bine 
Enemies bitter than « mightj Shield ard frony 
Spear. And undoubtedly, the Eſteem, an- 
ove, arid Prayers of Men, which our Alms 
intitle us te, and procure for us, arid conſe- 
quently their Help and Aſſiſtance too, if we 
need it, are no mean Security againſt our Suf- 
fering-unider ſuch” unforeſeen Troubles, arid 
Accidents, as may befal us, either in Times 
of publick Commotion, or - through the per- - 
to petual Viciſſitude of human Affairs. But the MY 
ie Advantage of Giving, which I propoſed under 
this Head to lay before you, is a ſpiritual Se- 
curitys Many of the greateſt Temptations to 
Sin, lie in the Things which we receive. Plens 
ty is often the Inducement to Exceſs, and In- 
temperance'; and uſually the more we have, 
the more we are drawn on inſenſibly to 9 
and vain Glory. Continual Increafe tends to 
e. make us ſelfiſi and worldly Minded, and very 
g. often leads us on to * Covetonſneſe, which x8 
it Idol atry; and from thence to a Train of other 
. Vices, which uſually attend on theſe: I for t be 
Love of Money it ih Root of all Evil; An 
nun they that will be rich, fall into Temptation and 
n | « Hare, &c. But now, what Snare can G.: 
e ving lead us into? It may tempt us indeed {till 
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to give more, from the great Satisfaction ard. 
Pleafure that it raiſes in the Mind. I profeſt 
J know of no Danger ariſing from it, unleſs 
it be, that it perſuades a Man ſtill to make 
himſelf more bleſſed; ſtill more ready and de- 
firous to go forward in good Works. The. more 
His Charity is exerciſed, the more it improves, 
and with it all other Graces divine and human. 
For Charity is a leading Virtue and commonly 
all other Virtues follow where that prepares 
the Way, till they bring a Man to Heaven. 


3. Tis more for our Credit to give than to 
receive: Let Experience prove this, and com- 
mon Senſe be judge of it. Can any Thing 
be more for a Man's Honour, than the Cha- 
racter of a kind and charitable Perſon; one 
that is a Father to the Poor, that ſuffereth 
not the Hungry and Needy to paſs from 
him empty and ſorrowful: that like the good 
Camaritan neglects no true Object of Compaſ- 
ſion that lies in his Way; but does all the 
kind Offices to his Neighbours, which Huma- 
nity and Charity can excite him to? We 
cannot help loving and eſteeming ſuch a Per- 
ſon, when we hear of him: Nay, even the 
Men of no Reputation for their Charity, who 
receive all, and give Nothing, can hardly dif- 
femble their Reverence and Honour. for ſuch 
a Man as this. On the other Hand, what 
Credit or Reſpect doth any one obtain, by 
engroſſing all he has to himſelf, he is 1 
: b : an 


when he is gone, as having left no Tokens 


T 1 ee 


we 2 w- w _- 


ES 


II 19 s | 
and hated while he lives; and no Man mourns 


for a kind Remembrance behind him. n Some 
there be, ſays the Son of Sirach, which bath: no 
Memorial, who are periſhed as though they had 
never been + ® And there be of them that bane 
left a Name behind them, that their Praiſes night 
be reported. ? And theſe were the merciful Men, 
ho” Righteouſneſs hath not been forgotten. 


— 


4. Laſtly, as to the Pleaſure of Giving, 1 
need ſay very little: Becauſe thoſe who are 
truly charitable among you, and are accoſtum- 
ed to beſtow Part of your Subſtance upon 
the Poor, out of a religious Senſe of your 


Obligations to do ſo: You, I ſay, know what 


the Pleaſure is, and feel it in every Alms 
you give: And to you, were | able to expreſs 
it juſtly, which I am not, it would be un- 
neceſſary. And then, as to thoſe who are not 
uſed to give, or at leaſt Nothing more than 
what will fave them from Shame and Rex 
proach, or is extorted from them by the Im 
portunities of the Neceſſitous, and therefore 
are wholly Strangers to this Satisfaction that 
attends our voluntary Diſtributions; to them 
I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe -it, as not be- 


ing in any Diſpoſition or Capacity of con- 


ceiving it. But I ſhall only earneſtly exhort 
them to try, and if they do not find from 


Giving habitually to pious and charitable Uſes, 


Ts 1 G2 | ( as. 


) chat they receive more Pleaſure and 
folid Satisfaction, from that Portion of their 
worldly Goods, great or ſmall, that they Ja 


diſpoſe off, than from any equal Fortian that 


they enjoy and ſpend upon themſelves, in as 
fy Way of Life; then let this Argument for | 
Charity, founded on the Pleaſure of Giving. 
80 for Nothing. a NA ern een 7 
It appears then in the ſeveral foregoing Re- 


„ 


pets to be wore bigſad lo givr than to reteive. 


I come now to ſay ſomething particular to 
the Occafion un which I appear before you z _ 
and whereas what has been hitherto ſpoken, 
reſpects Alus in general; I have Nothing more 


to do now, than to lay before ou the Eæcel- 


fence of this Charity, of Charity- Schools, far the 
religious Ealacut ion of poor Children, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other Exerciſes of Almſgiving. 


Iſt. This is one of the moſt bleſſed. Ways of 
Giving, that can be recommended to you: It 
is a twofold Charity, that hath a pious and 
tender Reſpect to the Souls of our Brethren, as 
well as to their Bodies. *Tis not often that we 
meet with an Opportunity of improving o- 
thers with our Alms, as well as relieving them, 
of making them better, as well as obliging 
them, Yet when we do, it is a Circumſtance 
which claims our Confideration; the double 
Capacity of the Object doubles the Demand 
upon us; and our Alms ſhould riſe in Propor- 

f : tion 
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tion to the Benefit that Others ara Ii 


receive from them; ſueh is the Caſe of 


Power to compenſate, but for which God al. 


one can recompenſe and reward you. Othem 


may thank you for ſuſtaining: them a while 


Z with periſhable Food, or keeping them warm 
i for a Seaſon, or other ſuch — Favours, 


in Adminiſtration to their bodily: Necellities.z 


but theſe Children ſtand indebted. to yeu fir 
Benefits as laſting as their Souls, as precious 


7 » 


and extraordinary as they are capable of re, 
ceiuing from you. For the chief Regard in | 
this Charity is had to their ſpiritual Good, 0 
ſtore them with neceſſary Chriſtian-Knowledge; 


which is more valuable, and a Bleſs 
fing than all the Treaſures of the World. Loy 

do by an. early and timely Information. of 
their Minds, whilſt tender, prevent 1nnumesy 


eater 


rable Miſeries and Difficulties which an un- 


cultivated Youth is apt to lay Men under. 


7 


7 And; the.Charity of this Service to ſuch poor 
vninſtructed Children is in their Caſe the more 
conſiderable and beneficial, not only becauſs 


their Minds at theſe Years are beſt fitted for 
the Remembrance of God, and moſt  capabl, 
of receiving laſting and uſeful Impreſhons oj 
© Religion; Bat chiefly, becauſe either through 


the Ignorance and — through the 
t | 


r Parents, and 


| Negle&s and Cruelty of 
e ſuch 


e 
rity before ou, Lou do a Piece of Service to 5 
theſe poor Childrea, which it is not poſſible - 


LI a J 
ſuch ethers as ſhould look after them; or 


perhaps for ſome other 'Reafons, I know not 
why they are — left wholly to them- 


ſelves, without either Government or Inſtru- 
_ Mon, to follow corrupted Nature, and purſue 
their evil Inclinations, and ſo are in great 
Danger of _— an early Prey to the Devil. 
Now if this noble, this exceedingly uſeful 
Deſign fet on Foot amongſt you, of reſcuing 
theſe young Chriſtians (who are the leaſt able 
to do any Thing for themfelves, and the leaſt 
likely 'to be helped by Others) from man 
oftly' Dangers which otherwiſe they mu 
Fon ; and ſetting them upon a ſure and firm 
oundation, upon which they may make good 
Proviſions for their 1. both in this 
World, and the next: I ſay, if this glorious De- 


ay 
fign of bringing them out of ſo deſperate a Way 
into ſo * a Way, can be carried on and 

romoted by any of us, without any further 


Care or Trouble of ours, than juſt parting 


chearfully with ſomething, which otherwiſe 


we ſhould ſpend in uſeleſs Toys or Paſs-time, 
or perhaps in Follies to be repented of; then, 
methinks, (J ſpeak it to all conſidering Peo- 
ple ) *twill be a hard Matter for any of us, 
o think within our ſelves, that we are not 
bound to do ſomething towards ſo good a Work, 
when ſo fair' an Opportunity is preſented to 
us, | : e . 


— 


2. Another Excellence of this Charsy, | 15 to 
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be difcovered in the very extenſive Effects and 
Benefits of it: in which Reſpect it is inferiout 
to none, hut preferrable to moſt other Charities 
we know of. Are the Improvements and Ad- 
vantages which are made of this your Chriſtian 
Bounty confined within the Walls of your 
Schobl? Are the Benefits beſtowed in their 
Alms, limited, as in your ordinary Miniſtra- 
1 tions to the Poor, to the Perſons that receive 
them? No, they are like the Charity, from 
vrhich they Spring, of a moſt; diffuſive Na- 
ture. They / ans. themſelves far and wide, 
and extend even to all ſuch Perſons! as theſe 
Children, when they grow up, ſnall be ſer: 

; viceable to; either by:their Example, or their 
d JF Labours, or — — — Whoſoever 
is ſhall employ them, either as Servants, or Ap- 

prentices, or in any other Way of Life, wherein 
they may make Proof of their Induſtry. Fideli 
E will reap the Benefit of this their 
Education, and in that the Advantages of your 
preſent Charity. And it is poſſihle, and nat 
2 improbable,” but that ſowe of them may ſo far 
advance themſelves in the World, as to become 
eminent Benefactors to Mankind, Ornaments 
of this School, in which they werte brought 
up, and Patrons of the Charity, that now. ſur 
ſtains them, by putting forth their merciful 
2 Hands to other forlorn Children; and affor- 
ding them, in a pious Remembrance of their 
own Origine and Riſe, the like Protection, 
Succours, and Means of Advancement, wh 
ont . | : they 


1 


they now rejolce in themſelves, and thanbtful- 
iy acknowledge to be the Effects of your Mer 


"A 


- * 
* ® + 
into 


80. ſhall yout Alms grow in Lengt 
blick-Bleflings, and yield both 


Fruit and Shade to many Others, who are not 
ä them. 1057 © Bf 
will, I am; ſufe you tale the right Way to 
make them Publ ick-Bleſſings of another Kind, 
ſound and uſeful Members of the Common- 
Wealth; by making them good Men and good 
Women, and fitting them tò proſecute ſome ho- 
neſt Calling in the Fear of God; This being the 
fole View you have, and ought to have in 
their Education, ſo far as it reſpects their 
Good in this Life. And there is Nothing 
more likely to promote National- Peace and 
Happineſs, than the induſtrious, and fober; and 


But bet 


quiet, and pious Lives of the Common-People; | 
which is no Way more certainly and effectual- 
yy provided for; than in the religious Educa- 
1 h a an 


of the pooreſt Children. 


eruing to the Publick from the Labours of Com- 
mon- People in mean Employments, was not 
eonfiderable | enough to be urged in Recom- 


mendation of this Charity; yet ſurely, tis neo 


ineonſiderable Circumſtance in Favour of this 
Inftitution, that if it do no Good, yet at leaſt 
prevents much Hurt and Miſchief to Soc 
ety. Tis no ſmall Matter to have poor Chil- 
dren brought up innocently, ſeaſoned early 
3 Wit 
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and Scandals to their Neighbourhood, if not 
paublick Peſts and Grievances.” i. 


* . 
1 


with Principles of Loyalty and Duty, itt al 
Relations 1 for Conſcidhce BAY ay 
put into a Way of getting an honeſt Liveli- 
3 by their Induſtry; who otherwiſe, in 
all Probability, would have proved idle, va- 


grant, and diforderly Perſons, if they did not 


prove ſomething worſe ; and become Burdens 


a 7 * 


, 4 To the extenfive Beneficialneſs of this 
Charity, we may add Thirdly, That it is of 2 


good Effects of it may end. We bave Rea- 
ſon to hope it will promote the Happineſs 


Schools flouriſh and proſper; and the greater 
Number of poor Children are trained up un- 
der godly Diſcipline; the better will every 
fucceeding Age grow than other. And if we 
look ſtil forward to the eternal Advantages 


| x | of this Charity, to the Souls'of thofe that im- 
"Y pn under it, the infinite and unſpeakable 


leſlings that are aimed at in their chriſtiare 
Education, it may be called an endleſs, as 


1 well as boundleſs Charity; or, (if I may ap- 
27 ply to the Efeds what St. Paul ſays of the 


Principle) 4 A'Charity that never failed. 


4. Above all, my Brethren, remember in the 
Fourth Place, that this is a Work, in which we 


ah. ——— Jan 


41 Cor, xiii, 8. 


D 2 ſhall 


very laſting Nature. We know not where the 


of future Generations: That the more theſe 
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hall in a more eſpecial Manner ſhew our Love 
and Regard for our Lord Jeſus, by giving 
Evidence of our Tenderneſs and Care of thoſe 
poor Souls, for which he died. When our 
Lord himſelf asked Peter, Simon, Son of Jo- 
nas, loveſt thou me? Tea, Lord, ſaid Peter, thou 
Lnomeſt that I love thee, Feed my Sheep, ſaid 
our bleſſed Lord. This was the Teſt he re- 
quired of Peter's Affection to him. Thrice 
he demanded a Declaration of his Love, and 
thrice, he enjoyned him thereupon, © Feed my 
Sheep, Feed my Lambs, (viz. cheriſh, inſtruct, 
take care of the Souls of Men, of the mean- 
eſt, and moſt ignorant of Men, nouriſh them 
with the Word of Life, according to their 
ſeveral Capacities.) Behold, my Brethren, | 
the Lambs of Chriſt's Flock ſtraggling among 
vou, wild, unknowing, unthinking, helpleſs Þ 
Children. Do you love your Lord Jeſus > 
Feed his Lambs, Search for them, eſpecially * 
of your own Fold, which are ſcattered about, 
and are likely to periſh. Collect them to- 
vether, leaſt. they go aſtray, and the Wolf 
catch them. Nourifh, preſerve, and train them, 
till they have Strength and Experience to fall 
an regularly with the Reſt of the Flock: And 
d umhen the chief Shepherd ſball appear, then ſhall 
ye receive your Reward. For will not He re- 
member you for all your Kindneſs to his 
u little Ones? . He whoſe Will it i, that not 
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one f t hem ſhould periſß 8 Were ChYdren! al- 
Wa vs ſo. dear to Ou * 15 Nec aL ord O Earth . 8 
was he pleaſed with exmLracing! uh, r u 
defirous that none would keep them from him; 


and will he not graciouſſy accept your Love 
Z ſhewn to them for his Sake? y 

2 vours to ſend many of them to him, in ſuch 
2 Way, that they ſhall not depart from him; 
but may be received by him for Ever? Should 


our Endea - 


not that Simplicity, that happy guiltleſs Tem- 
vely in our Saviour's Sight, deſerve ſome 
Regard from us; ſo much, at leaſt, as to de- 
fend it from the Wiles of Satan, and pre- 


$ > of Mind, which makes theſe Lambs: ſo 


ſerve tbem the Objects of Chriſt's Favour ?: 


Altho', it may be, he cannot love ns, as he 
doth them, for our Innocemay, yet he will 
love us for our: Churity. Ibis will cover in 

us 4 Multitude of Sins. Let us ſtudy now 
to. pleaſe him, in a Thing, which we have 
the greateſt Reaſon to believe will be high- 
ly. acceptable to him, and beneficial to our 


* 


4 


5. Hear me à little further. In the fifth 
Place, by publickly encouraging and contri- 
buting to the Support of theſe Nurſeries of 
Piety and Vertue, you do remarkable Credit, 
as well as Service, to your Religion. Tou 
ſhew a Zeal, you intimate a: Jealoufy : for 
Chriſt's, and his Church's Glory, by doipg 
w Mark x. 13. -x 1 Pet. iv. 8, yY Prov.-xiv. 31. 5 
N 2 What 
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hat in you lies to encreaſe the Number of 


his true Worſhippers, and to ſtock this pure 


and Apoſtolical Part of his Church Catholick, 
planted in this * with orthodox and 
godly Members. 7 He that honoureth God, ſbem- 
eth Mercy to the Poor, ſays one wiſe Man. And 
(the fame Thing/inverted Yi * He that giveth ß 
Alms, ſacrifieth Praiſe, ſays another, Now if 
God-be ever honoured in our Alms, methinks, 
he is ſo in the Alms we thus beſtow, For, 
Jure it is, he never is more honoured here 
on Earth, than when Men Worſhip him in Re- 
verence and godly Fear, and pay a conſcienti- 
ous Obedience to his Commandments. And, 
ſure it is, likewiſe, that * to bring up our Touth 


n bis Nurture aud Admonition, is the moſt 


effectual Way to ſecure to him zhat Honour 


And as Service is done to Religion i Gene- 
ral, by inſtilling an arge -of it into 
"theſe. Children, and exercifing them betimes 
in Things of good Report, from which they 
will not cafily © depart, when they are old : So 
is Service done tq our ' eſtabliſhed Church in 
particular, by teaching them the pure and 
decent Way of worſhipping God preſcribed in 
it, at which they will not eaſily take Of- 
fence afterwards. Perhaps, no one Thing 
hath more hindred the compoſing of unhap- 


y Prov. xiv. 31. z Eccl. XXV. 2. _ 3 Eph. „ 
b Pſal, Xxix. 2. c Prov. xxii. 6 TT? 
P 


2 


y Differences amongſt us in Matters- of Re- 
Jain, or hath been more acceſſary to the 
ck, 6 encreaſing the lamentable Separation of our 
Proteſtant Brethren from us, than the Blind. 
neſs and Ignorance. of the poorer Sort of 
1 People; and their Indiſcretion and Indifferency 
to any Kind of Worſhip, founded upon that 
Ignorance. Which has made them more caſts 
ly led away, by Schiſmaticks of all Denomi- 
nations, from the Communion of the Church 
of England, which they underſtaod not, to o- 
ther Forms of religious Worſhip, which they 
under ſtood as little And has been the Occa- 
ſion of their joining with others in a Way, 
which they could not have been pleaſed with, 
| had due Care been taken to give them right 
Notions at the firſt. This Advantage there- 
fore we may juſtly hope will ,accrue from 
this Charity, that the Children of the Poor, 
bred up in our Communion, will become 
faithful Sons and Daughters of this national 
Church; and will be both willing and able 
to defend her ( in all Chriſtian Meekneſs and 
Charity) againſt. all ſuch Oppoſers, as have 
not had the Advantage of ſo happy an Edu- 
cation. TE „ I 7 an WA we 
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6. Sixthly and Laſtly, for here let me 

end. Lou do in this Charity a great Honour 
and Credit to your ſelves; I dare ſay, a Plea- 
ſure too, which all contribute to make you 


bleſſed in thus giving. 
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Some 4 Men glory (ſays Archbiſhop Tilo: 
ſon) in taifing great and'' magnificent Structures, 
and find 'a ſecret Pleaſure 10 ſee Sets of their 
own planting to grow up and flouriſh : But ſure- 
ly it is 4 greater and more glorious Work to 
build up a Man, to ſee'a Youth of our own Plant- 
ing: I may add, on''this Occafion, Sets of 
* Touths,' from the ſmall Beginnings and Ad- 
% pantages we have given them, to take root 
* in the World, and grow up into conſiderable 
*. Fortunes. But ſtill how much greater and 
more glorious a Work is it to build up 4 Chri- 
ftian, (in the Goſpel Senſe of Ediſication) to 
ingraft young Saints upon the Soo of (ba- 
rity; to ſee them thrive upon it, and ſhoot 
up towards Heaven; Houriſbing like Palm- 
Trees, and ſpreading abroad like the Cedars in 
Libanus. For ſuch as be planted in the Houſe 
of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of the 
„ cn Ho gh fiend 
This muſt be a Pleaſure to you, when you 
behold it your ſelves. Tis a great Honour 
to you, when others behold it. And though 
there be ſome f who as they go by, ' ſay. not ſo 
much as the Lord projper you, we wiſh you good 
Luck in the Name of the Lord; yet you may 
be ſure, the beſt Wiſhes of all good Men will 
attend you; 8 whilſt by Experiment of this Mi- 
niſtration, they glorify God for your Subjection 
to the Goſpel, and liberal Diſtribution to the 


T4 Sermon 18. Upon Acts x. 38 Folio. EEO 
S i. 12, 13. FI. . 8. 82 Cor. ir 13. 
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Sainte. The Oppoſition this glorious Deſign 


- hath met with from: a: few, makes the En- 


couragement it hath met with, from the many 
Contributors to it, the more deſerving: to be 


acknowledged with Thanks. And whatever, 
of this kind, deſerves Thanks from ns, will, 
U truft, meet with a Bleſſing and a Reward 


from Him, whoſe Favour will be an ample 


4 Recompenſe for all your Labours of Love. 


May this little Society of Children prove 
as great à Bleſſing to you, as ® the Ark of the 


Lord proved to Obed-edom, whom God proſ- 


pered in bis Houſe, and in all that belonged to 
him, ſo long as the Ark of the Covenant 
reſted within his Walls. In like Manner may 
your Patronage and Protection of this little He- 


ritage of Chriſt, be remunerated with 2 
= of Riches and Glory in your Honſes, with Safe- 
ty and Plenty; the Peace of your Families, 
and Proſperity of your Affairs, with Returns 


of Bleſſings upon your ſelves, or what is next 
to your ſelves, your own Children. God 
make them for your Charity, as great a Com- 
fort to you, as you make theſe Children by 


your Charity a Comfort to their poor Parents. 


And what is above all, may God give you 
the Grace to uſe all his Bleſſings aright, and 


{till to dedicate a Portion of your Encreaſe 


towards the, Su ly, and. Improvement and 
Growth of this Noel of Religion. | 
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any Brethren, -if not imei py ini! 

to chele poor Children, yet in Love 
Four ſelves, in Mercy to your own Souls, 16. 
member alli. Saying of Chriſt, that it ir mort 
Heped to give Iban to receive. More bleſſed 
do give at all Times, when your Alms arg 
requeſted for the real Benefit of your Fe el. 
low-Chriſtians: And as to the particular Def 
mands of this Day, permit me, as a Miniſtet 
of Chriſt, 2% aſſure you of my Belief, (which 
1 do very ſolemnly, and with a Full Pers 
ſuaſion of the Truth of it;) that you will 
find your Accounts in what. you have als 
ready done, or ſhall hereafter do towards this 
Charly, both in this Life, and on Life to 


And I. pray Cod that he will i geit the 
good Work that be hath begun in you," 4 * 
1 TY 


This is all 1 have to wiſh for your Sake 
un for the Sakes of theſe paar Children: 
And may God give a Bleſſing to _ —_— 
and your Works. Amin. 
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